THE drawing is one of an anatomical specimen, prepared in the shape of a vertical coronal section through the optic chiasma, the pituitary body, and the cavernous sinus on either side, and the sphenoidal, air cell.
is cut on either side as it ascends out of the sinus, to pass on the mesial aspect of the anterior clinoid process.
The section shows that the sella turcica has no lateral boundary, and reveals, what is perhaps insufficiently recognized, that the carotid artery, where it begins to ascend, is lying in immediate contact with the lateral surface of the pituitary body. It is obvious that a very small amount of swelling of the pituitary body would be capable of producing an immediate pressure upon the internal carotid artery, and would in this way be capable of exercising a profound effect upon the cerebral circulation. That such interference might be likely to produce some of the distant symptoms associated with migraine seems to me quite reasonable. At the same time, the diversion of the blood-stream into the external carotid artery would afford a satisfactory explanation of the tense, distended, superficial temporal artery on the same side as the headache, with which sufferers from migraine are so constantly familiar.
Pigmented Connective Tissue immediately in Front of and
Covering the Optic Disk.
By L. V. CARGILL, F.R.C.S., and W. J. LINDSAY, M.D.
PATIENT, a male, aged 22; soldier.
History of Case.-He was sent home from France as a case of "avulsion of optic nerve." He was struck in the face by some small fragments of shrapnel on October 26 last; but was off duty only three days. On enlistment it was noted on the medical history sheet-" Right vision, 6. Left vision, ." He states, " left eye was never any good." No history of any illness but measles. No disease of nose or accessory sinuses. X-ray report: " No evidence of orbital fracture or other abnormality." Wassermann reaction negative. No history of eye injury previous to enlistment.
Right eye normal. Left optic disk hidden by a pigmented mass of connective tissue in front, which projects forwards 3 D. to 5 D. from the level of the fundus. The most anterior extremity is delicate and filmy with slight floating movements like the remains of hyaloid sheath, but there is a spot of pigment near the extremity. From the mass, white glistening bands radiate out into the retina like the bands of retinitis proliferans, and from beneath some of them, as they gradually taper off,
